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Mr. Priest Named OSCA  
Administrator of the Year

By: Brooke Saam
     Principal Bob Priest recently 
received the 2019 Ohio School 
Counseling Association Adminis-
trator of the Year award. The award 
is given to a principal or admin-
istrator within the state who has 
contributed to the understanding 
and growth of the school counsel-
ing profession.
     When asked, Mr. Priest said, 
“Getting the award was very hum-
bling, and I am very appreciative, 
knowing that a member of the staff 
took time to nominate me. This 
award, I believe, exemplifies the 
teamwork in our building, and it 
says more about our team than it 
does about me.” 
     Guidance Counselor Bowen said 
he nominated Mr. Priest because 
Mr. Priest has a very solid under-
standing that students today are 
facing more mental health concerns 
than ever before. Mr. Bowen went 
on to say that Mr. Priest consistent-
ly works with the school counselors 
to gain a better understanding of 
what the counselors do every day to 
help the students.
     Finally, Mr. Bowen said, “He 
supports and promotes our school 
counseling program in a manner
that allows my office to directly ad-
dress student mental health issues, 
including a partnership with in-
house mental health counselors for

students who do not otherwise have 
access to therapeutic needs outside 
of the school day.”
     According to the OSCA, the 
award provides an opportunity for 
the association to recognize and 
show appreciation for the accom-
plishments of school counselors, 
counselor educators, administra-
tors, and legislators across Ohio.

ACT 
Feb. 25

All Juniors



Van Wert Elks Lodge No. 1197 selected Seniors Kathryn 
Hauter and Cassandra Priest as students of the month for 
December. The Elks acknowledges outstanding students for 
achievements in volunteering, leadership, scholastics, and 
citizenship. Pictured left to right: Cassandra Priest and Kath-
ryn Hauter with Linda J. Stanley.

     On Tuesday, Jan. 7, the VWHS 
Robotics Team traveled to the Hon-
da Plant in Anna, Ohio, to compete 
against six other schools to see who 
could stack large Lego-like blocks 
the tallest with their robots.
     Van Wert had two teams at the 
event, one finishing 4-2-2, and the 
other team finishing 5-1-2. The 
robotics program received a grant 
of $1,500 for going to the event, 
making it a very successful day for 
the team.
     Looking ahead, Van Wert will 
host its annual highly competitive 
competition. This home match will 
be held Feb. 1, and the team would 
love to see everyone come out and 
offer support!

Robotics Team 
Competes: Earns Grant

Team 5501

Team 14174

How to 
Prepare for 

Winter
     As January comes to an end and 
February begins, the worst winter 
weather months of the year are 
upon us. To stay warm and safe 
in the event of a winter storm, be 
prepared.
     The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) suggests the 
following: stay indoors and
off the roads. If you must drive, 
keep emergency supplies in your 
car. In the home, close off rooms to 
retain heat. Never use a generator, 
camp stove, charcoal grill, or gaso-
line or propane heater indoors. 
     Along with that, insulate your 
home before winter begins to keep 
cold air out. Wrap water pipes in 
advance, and in the event of sub-ze-
ro temperatures, leave faucets drip-
ping to avoid frozen water lines. 
Finally, be sure to have a supply of 
drinking water, and fill prescrip-
tions in advance of a storm to avoid 
the risk of health issues.
     When the weather service says 
a storm is imminent, stock up on 
four to five extra days worth of food 
and water, focusing on foods that 
will not need to be cooked, such as 
canned or cold foods. These can be 
prepared in the event of a power 
outage. Also, keep a supply of bat-
teries for flashlights, along with
approved kerosene lamps for long-
term outages. For entertainment, 
have a few board games ready.
     Remember pets. Dogs and cats 
should have access to a building or 
inside facility during extreme cold. 
Even farm animals should have a 
warm place to stay during severe 
winter weather.



On Jan. 7, 2020, Ray Lozano visited Van Wert High School, 
presenting a drug and substance abuse awareness program 
in The Niswonger Performing Arts Center. Lozano has been 
speaking to the nation since 1986 about the downsides of 
drug and substance abuse. As a former high school educator, 
seeing a young adult use drugs and alcohol was eye-opening 
for Lozano and led to his career as a drug and substance pre-
vention specialist and youth speaker.

What Is BETA
By: Brooke Saam
     Van Wert High School has long 
had Beta Club as one of its service 
clubs, but what is Beta?
     Beta is an academic honors club 
focused on community service. It 
was founded in 1934 by Dr. John W. 
Harris, a professor at Wofford Col-
lege in Spartanburg. It is the larg-
est independent, non-profit youth 
organization in America.
     The goal of Beta is to build 
character and develop leadership 
in students, while also recogniz-
ing and honoring high academic 
achievement.
     A total of 93 VWHS students are 
enrolled in Beta. The requirements 
for joining include a strong GPA 
and an outstanding character, along

with community volunteering.
     Each year, Van Wert students 
travel to Columbus to compete in 
the annual Ohio Senior Beta Club 
Convention, and this year 29 of our 
students will be attending. They are: 
Ryan Chen, Nick Carter, Nathan 
Ruger, Clayton Doctor, Zane Fast, 
Cody Gamble, Carter Miller, Cassie 
Priest, Mia Kelley, Jenna Covey, 
Sydney Maller, Maddie Bracken, 
Sophie Rutkowski, Elizabeth Rut-
kowski, Kaylee Jennings, Bri Be-
bout, Katie Hauter, Grace Doctor, 
Stephanie Geething, Tayzia Havill, 
Lauren McHugh, Claire Schreiber, 
Carly Rollins, Sydney Moore, Chloe 
Brayton, Natalie Benner, Natalie
Schreiber, Hanna Say, and Brook-
lynn Laukhuf.

     These students will compete in 
a range of possible competitions, 
including academic tests, creative 
writing, speech, art projects, quiz 
bowl, engineering, robotics, mar-
keting and communications, tech-
nology, two-and-three-dimensional 
design, a portfolio and presentation 
of service projects, and skits.
     In addition, Havill is running 
for State Beta Officer, so she will be 
giving a speech and campaigning 
for office at the convention.

Goodwill 
Games 
Goals

Already Achieved
 -Fall Blood Drive
 -Food Drive 
 -Fall Spirit Week
 -Band/Choir concert 
   attendance

Pending
 -Spring blood drive
 (Feb. 12)
 70 pints of blood 
  collected and 100 
         attempts at spring 
         blood drive 

 -Spring Spirit Week
 (Feb. 3-7)
 65 % participation

Must achieve 5 of 7 goals



SPORTS

Sports
 Standings

Boys Basketball - 3-9
Girls Basketball-4-12
Girls Bowling - 4-2 
Boys Bowling - 1-5

Members of this year’s varsity basketball team include (back 
row from left): Coach Brandon Miller, Jake Hilleary, Tanner 
Barnhart, Colin Place, Spencer Adams, Keaton Brown, and 
Coach Ben Laudick. Front row from left: Nate Jackson, Ethan 
Brown, Owen Treece, Parker Conrad, Clayton Proffitt, and 
Kolby Barnhart.

Cougar 
Basketball

Wins in 
Overtime

By: Clayton Proffitt
     After a tough loss to St. Marys 
on Friday, Jan. 10, the Cougars 
beat Marion Local in an overtime 
thriller. It was a back and forth 
battle for the entire game.
     Van Wert had what they thought 
was a comfortable lead with time 
expiring, but with 8.5 seconds left, 
a buzzer-beating three-pointer 
by Marion Local sent the game to 
overtime. 
     Down the stretch in the over-
time period the Cougars hit two big 
free throws and iced the game with 
an inbounds pass layup. The final 
score was 50-46.
     The win ended a four-game los-
ing streak and improved Van Wert’s 
overall record to 3-7. 
     As the second half of the season 
continues, the Cougars will keep 
working hard to find ways to
win games.

     On Saturday, Jan. 11, Van Wert’s 
girls’ basketball team hosted rival 
Lincolnview in the annual Van 
Wert YWCA Human Trafficking 
Awareness Week game. The Lady 
Cougars won the game 50-35 and 
brought home the traveling trophy.
     Area fans packed the Van Wert 
High School gym for the game,

Photo Submitted

YWCA Van Wert Vs. 
Lincolnview

contributing their admission fees to 
the YWCA. The money raised was 
part of a month-long fund-raising 
project in Van Wert County. In ad-
dition, prior to the game, the vari-
ous girls’ teams held fund-raising 
opportunities in their own schools.
     Overall, this year’s fundraiser 
was a success.



February Scholarship Opportunities
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

SCHOLARSHIP NAME DUE DATE AWARD 
AMOUNT 

DETAILS 

Ohio State Alumni Scholarship 
www.go.osu.edu/asp-app 

Feb. 1, 2020 $500 Needs to have participated in ACME 
Baseball.  Must have 2.5 GPA, fill out 
application and include transcript 

Jackie Robinson Foundation 
www.jackierobinson.org 

Feb. 1, 2020 $600 Must be admitted to OSU, 
demonstrate academic merit, active 
in school and community 

YWCA Scholarship for Young Women Feb. 1, 2020 Up to $7,500 For minority students, show 
leadership potential, financial need, 
community service, ACT score of 21 

Jimmy Rane Foundation 
www.jimmyranefoundation.org 

Feb. 6, 2020 $300, $500, 
$750 

Must volunteer in a community 
organization, display character that 
fulfills the YWCA mission, need 
recommendations from a high school 
teacher and a community 
organization supervisor 

Ohio’s Electric Cooperatives – Paulding 
Putnam Electric Scholarship 
www.ppec.coop 

Feb. 6, 2020 Ranges from 
$500-$5,000 

3.0 GPA. Must explain involvement in 
academics, leadership and 
community. Demonstrate financial 
need 

Stolly Insurance SUCCEED Scholarship 
 
www.stolly.com 

Feb. 14, 
2020 

$600-$1,000 Parents must be Paulding-Putnam 
Electric customers.  GPA 3.5 

National Commission for Cooperative 
Education 
www.waceinc.org/scholarship 

Feb. 14, 
2020 

$1,000 Scholarship will be granted based on 
grades, extracurricular activities, 
leadership, work ethic, essay and 
commitment to continued education 

Knights of Columbus Patriotism Award Feb.15, 2020 $6,000 3.5 GPA, Early application is highly 
recommended (UC & UT are 
participating schools), 200 word or 
less essay describing why you have 
chosen to pursue a college 
cooperative education program 

Mercy Health St. Rita’s Medical Center 
Scholarship 
For more information, see Student 
Services or call 419-226-9128 
 

Feb. 15, 
2020 

$100 Must be a resident of Van Wert, 
Allen or Putnam County.  Fill out 
application, write an essay of 125 
words or less on “Your View of 
Patriotism” 

Jostens 2020 Photo Contest 
www.jostensphotocontest.com 

Feb. 21, 
2020 

$1,500 (10 
awarded) 

Must be planning to be a future 
medical provider. Submit transcript, 
write a 1-2 page essay “why I believe 
that this is what I was meant to do” 

 


